
City of Buxton 
Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2026 @ 7:00 PM 
Buxton Fire Hall 

 

Present: Travis Soderberg, Keaton Flanagan, Holly Aamold, Ben Hershey, Cole Short, Jackie Merrigan and Craig 
Armstrong 
 
Recording: Jackie Siewert, Auditor  

 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Travis Soderberg.   
 
Meeting minutes from the June 10, 2026 meeting were read.  Motion to approve the minutes was made by Holly Aamold; 
seconded by Keaton Flanagan motion passed unanimous.   
 
The following bills were presented for payment: 
 
Direct Visa Card    $6.00 
Direct Waste Management   $4892.55 
Direct Xcel Energy    $785.38 
13351 Acme Tools    $1045.00 
13352 East Central Regional Water Dist $256.01 
13353 Full Service Insurance Agency  $200.00 
13354 Hillsboro Banner   $253.59 
13355 M & K Porta Potties   $630.00 
13356 Midco     $54.23 
13357 ND League of Cities   $648.00 
13358 Nilson Brand Law   $116.00 
13359 Savanna Pallets Inc.   $2250.00 
13360 Thomas Moe    $150.00 
13361 Traill County Auditor   $750.00 
13362 Xcel Energy    $26.49 
13363 Holly Aamold    $240.11 
13364 Richard C. Aamold   $369.40 
13365 Keaton Flanagan   $240.11 
13366 Ben Hershey    $240.11 
13367 Steve Larson    $2984.76 
13368 Jaqueline Siewert   $1616.12 
13369 Jeff Siewert    $240.11 
13370 Travis Soderberg   $900.42 
13371 VOID     VOID 
13372 VOID     VOID 
13373 Hillsboro Banner   $169.85 
13374 Vector Disease Control   $650.00 
 
Ben Hershey motioned to approve the bills; Holly Aamold seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that Triple V and Barn N Grill had requested to block off a portion of Pacific Avenue 
instead of blocking off Broadway.  Mayor Soderberg stated that the businesses preferred that the street dance be held 
on Broadway as originally planned.  Jackie Merrigan advised the council that the porta potties had been delivered, two 
security guards were hired and wrist bands would be given out.  Jackie Merrigan did inquire if the beer gardens were 
just limited to beer or if they could also sell mixed drinks.  The council were all in agreeance to keep it to just beer and 
seltzers. 
 
Craig Armstrong was in attendance to advise the council that he is in the process of purchasing a mobile home located 
in the trailer court. Craig stated Jackie, city auditor, had emailed him a lease agreement prior to the meeting and asked 
if the city needed anything in addition to the signed lease agreement and security deposit.  Mayor Soderberg asked Mr. 
Armstrong if he had any questions in regards to the lease agreement.   He didn’t although he did state that he would 
prefer to not submit his signed lease agreement until the title transfer has been completed.  The council was in 
agreeance.  The council thanked Mr. Armstrong for attending the meeting and welcomed him to Buxton. 
 
Jackie Siewert, city auditor, presented the council with the 2026 year to date financial and year to date budget 
comparison. 
 
Mayor Soderberg noted that no one was present for public comments. 
 



Mayor Soderberg and council members, Holly Aamold and Ben Hershey, each read and sign the oath of office for their 
newly re-elected terms. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that playground mulch had arrived.  He also stated that gift certificates were given 
as a thank you to the volunteers for their hard work in placing the mulch.   
 
Mayor Soderberg stated that the park bench still needs to be installed. It was suggested that the park bench be installed 
outside of the playground area.  Mayor Soderberg asked the council to think of some possible alternate locations.  We 
can decide on a location at the August meeting. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that JB Surfaces was in town yesterday to mobilize.  They needed access to water 
to pressure wash and acid wash the two court areas.  Jeanne Rosholt allowed them to hook up to her outside faucet.  
Mayor Soderberg received a call today from Jeff Brusseau, owner of JB Surfaces.  Mr. Brusseau stated that both the 
basketball court and pickleball court concrete slabs were too smooth for the covering.  He provided Travis a quote with 
two options.  The first option was to sandblast or grind the concrete surface for the surfacing to adhere to for $7,792.00 
for both surfaces.  A two-year warranty would also apply.  The second option was to leave the concrete as is and apply 
an additional layer of surfacing material.  There would be no warranty for adhesion of coating with this option. The cost 
would be $2,613.00.  Keaton Flanagan stated that he did not think option 2 should be considered.  Ben Hershey asked 
if perhaps either of the contractors that installed the concrete slaps could do the sandblasting at a lower price. After a 
brief discussion of whether to move forward with the project or not it was decided to move forward with only one court.  
Keaton Flanagan made a motion to proceed only with the pickleball court only with the sandblasting/grinding; Holly 
Aamold seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous. 
 
Keaton Flanagan inquired if two porta potties were still needed.  Ben Hershey confirmed that T-ball was done for the 
summer.  Keaton Flanagan made a motion to move down to only one porta potty at the park; Bend Hershey seconded 
the motion; motion passed unanimous.  Jackie will call M&K Porta Potties to have them remove one next time they are 
in town to service them. 
 
Mayor Soderberg stated that DDC Lawn Care and Landscaping advised him that the weed growth was very minimum 
and he was going to hold off on spraying until the fall. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that Naastad Brothers is anticipating on beginning the lagoon repairs within the 
next month. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that he contacted Terry Meyer with TeamLab because of algae buildup at the 
lagoon.  Terry Meyer said that there is an application that can be done but it is very costly.  Travis also contacted Jeremy 
Aasen with ND Rural Water.  Jeremy advised Travis to hold off for the time being. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that TeamLab had been to the lagoon Tuesday morning and sprayed for weeds. 
 
Jackie Siewert, city auditor, presented the council with proposed rate increases for both residential and commercial 
garbage and recycling rates.  She also stated that she had contacted the commercial accounts with the largest 
containers to advise them of the rates increases and also let them know if they wish to change to smaller container to 
contact her. After a brief discussion it was agreed to do two rate increases to offset the annual 5% increase for the new 
5-year contract with Waste Management.  Holly Aamold made a motion to increase the quarterly residential garbage 
and recycling rates for 2027-2028 to $60 for 96-gallon residential container, $30 for an additional container and $26 for 
a 96-gallon recycling container.  2029-2031 the rates would increase to $66, $30 and $26; Keaton Flanagan seconded 
the motion; motion passed unanimous.  Ben Hershey made a motion to increase the quarterly commercial garbage and 
recycling rates to $115 for 96-gallon garbage container, $273 for a 2-yard garbage container, $143 for 6-8-yard recycling 
containers, $542 for a 4-yard garbage container and $810.75 for a 6-yard garbage container.  2029-2031 the rates 
would be $132.25, $314, $164, $623 and $932; Keaton Flanagan seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous.  
Jackie stated that she would also include a breakdown for of both of the new rates for both residential and commercial 
in the 4th quarter billing that will be mailed out October 1, 2026. 
  
Jackie Siewert, city auditor, presented the council with a preliminary budget for 2027.  She advised the council that the 
newly passed 3% cap has significantly reduced the city’s flexibility in budgeting.  There were significant cuts made to 
stay within the budget guidelines from the 3% cap calculation worksheet.  Jackie stated this is by far is the tightest 
budget that the city has had since she has been auditor.  Jackie reviewed the preliminary budget with the council.  Mayor 
Soderberg stated that he contacted TrueNorth for a mower quote.  He was told that no new quotes would be given until 
August 3rd since the company is in midst of being bought.  Travis also stated that he had contacted ACME and a Kubota 
without a trade is $28,748.97.  He will reach out to a few other companies for mower quotes.  It was also discussed if a 
new was needed or not.  On average, 200 hours are put on the mower each year.   The council agreed to schedule a 
special meeting to further discuss the budget and allow time for additional mower quotes. Holly Aamold made a motion 
to schedule a special meeting for the 2027 budget on August 5, 2026 at 7:00pm; Ben Hershey seconded the motion; 
motion passed unanimous. 
   



Mayor Soderberg advised the council that the lift station’s electrical repairs should be fixed now and no longer running 
off of the generator.  After the initial repair failed it was discovered that the electrical meter had malfunctioned.  Waslien 
Electric replaced the electrical meter.  Since doing that there have not been any alarms.   
 
Mayor Soderberg stated that Wednesday June 24th there was a train that blocked both city entrances.  June 26th there 
was another train that blocked both entrances for over two hours.  Travis emailed BNSF to advise them of the issue.   
 
Holly Aamold stated that there had been a large amount of pine trees disposed of at the city’s tree pile and it was not 
believed to be from anyone in town.  Mayor Soderberg stated that we may need to consider signs stating that the tree 
pile is for City of Buxton residents only. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that an aerial spray is scheduled for Thursday evening for the street dance. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that Jacob Unterseher had contacted him about a sink hole in his yard near the 
drain tile. Travis contacted Florian’s.  Bruce and Brady Otteson are going to check it out.  Travis stated that he checked 
both the sewer manhole and the drain tile inlet and did not see any dirt in either location. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that a special meeting for the 2027 budget is schedule for August 5th at 7:00pm. 
 
Mayor Soderberg advised the council that next city council meeting will be August 12th at 7:00pm. 
 
Holly Aamold made a motion to adjourn; Keaton Flanagan seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous. 

    
______________________         _______________________        _______________________ 
City Auditor   Council Member       Mayor  


