City of Buxton
Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2026 @ 7:00 PM
Buxton Fire Hall

Present: Travis Soderberg, Keaton Flanagan, Holly Aamold, Ben Hershey, Cole Short, Joe Lofquist and Steve Hunt

Recording: Jackie Siewert, Auditor

Meeting called to order by Mayor Travis Soderberg.

Meeting minutes from the July 9, 2026 meeting were read. Motion to approve the minutes was made by Holly Aamold;
seconded by Keaton Flanagan motion passed unanimous. Meeting minutes from the August 5, 2026 special meeting
were read. Jackie Siewert, city auditor, noted a correction to minutes that Keaton Flanagan made a motion to adjourn
the special meeting not Jeff Siewert. Keaton Flanagan made a motion to approve the special meeting minutes with the
noted change; Ben Hershey seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous.

The following bills were presented for payment:

Direct Visa Card $1888.50
Direct Waste Management $4712.21
Direct Xcel Energy $1126.61
13375 East Central Regional Water Dist $261.25
13376 Farmers Union QOil $1150.20
13377 Hillsboro Banner $253.38
13378 M & K Porta Potties $640.00
13379 Midco $54.42
13380 Naastad Brothers Inc. $45780.00
13381 Nilson Brand Law $74.00
13382 TEAM LAB $1980.00
13383 Thomas Moe $150.00
13384 Vector Disease Control $650.00
13385 Waslien Electric $3601.00
13386 Xcel Energy $47.34
13387 Jaqueline Siewert $1616.13

Holly Aamold motioned to approve the bills; Ben Hershey seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous.

Jackie Siewert, city auditor, presented the council with the 2026 year to date financial and year to date budget
comparison. Jackie advised the council that the Beautification Grant funds had been received and applied to buildings
and grounds.

Mayor Soderberg asked if there was anyone present for public comments. Joe Lofquist stated that the previously
discussed pine trees that were disposed of at the city tree pile were from a resident in town. Mr. Lofquist inquired if
burning garbage is allowed. He stated that on several occasions there has been a very strong smell in his yard from
someone burning what he believes to be garbage. Mayor Soderberg stated that although several residents have burn
barrels in their yard burning garbage is prohibited and to call him when it happens again. Mr. Lofquist also inquired if
the city allows door to door sales or at least requires a permit to do so. Mayor Soderberg said he would have to look
the requirements of our revised ordinances although transient merchants are required to be licensed with the state.

Mayor Soderberg advised the council that pickleball court is completed. Travis said that it looks good and has also
received many positive comments. Mayor Soderberg also advised the council that he is getting a quote from Spike’s
Construction to straighten the basketball posts and make a new concrete column. Travis is also reaching out to a few
additional contractors for quotes.

Mayor Soderberg asked the council if they had any suggestions as to where the park bench should be placed. Holly
Aamold suggested a location outside of the play area. Travis stated that with some additional landscaping rocks placed
around the bench it should make it easier for mowing.

Mayor Soderberg welcomed Joe Lofquist to the meeting and thanked him for attending to discuss his request for a
building permit for a cold storage building. Mr. Lofquist had previously discussed his building plans with the council
several years ago although a building permit had never been purchased. Mr. Lofquist stated that he is going to build
an 18’ x 27’ stick building in the back of his property for cold storage. There will be access to it from the alley. After a
brief discussion the building permit was approved and issued.

Mayor Soderberg advised the council that he invited Sheriff Steve Hunt to attend the meeting to discuss the increase of
young drivers on ATV’s, motorcycles and golf carts. Mayor Soderberg stated that he is seeing a lot of zipping in and



out of alleys and his biggest concern is that someone is going to get hurt. Sheriff Steve Hunt stated that this a problem
that they are seeing all around the county including scooters and e-bikes. Steve stated that he would rather educate
young riders than stop them completely. For example, helmets are required for anyone under 18. The council was in
agreeance that being able to ride a golf cart around is one of the joys of small town living and that they don’t want to
see a big crackdown but would like the sheriff's department assistance to enforce the rules of the road as well as the
parents to talk to their kids about the rules of the road. Keaton Flanagan stated that there is a big difference in obeying
the rules and hauling leaves to the landfill to flying around town. Mayor Soderberg stated that if the problems persist or
worsen the city may have to consider stricter ordinances.

Ben Hershey asked Sheriff Steve Hunt if it would possible to have a deputy come to town between 7:30am — 7:45am to
monitor the traffic on county road 21 within the city limits. Mr. Hershey stated that he has seen many vehicles pass
through town at high rates of speed. Steve Hunt stated that now that he fully staffed than can set up a more frequent
rotation.

Jackie Siewert, city auditor, advised the council that she has mailed certified letters to all residents with past due
quarterly bills. The letter states that the residents are welcome to attend September 9 meeting if they wish to discuss
their past due bill. It also states that any balances that are not paid for by September 30 they will be forwarded to the
county to be placed on their tax bill. Jackie said that the past due balance total is $7,933.

Jackie Siewert advised the council that a budget hearing needs to be held for the 2027 budget. Ben Hershey made a
motion to hold the 2027 budget hearing meeting September 9, 2026 at 7pm at the Buxton Fire Hall; Keaton Flanagan
seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous. The regular council meeting will follow.

Mayor Soderberg advised the council that Naastad Brothers have installed the line and re-installed the fence. They
also told Travis that there is approximately 2 feet of sludge in the second cell. Mayor Soderberg contacted TeamLab
and they will do a free sonar imaging of the cell. Although, due to the low level of water the sonar imaging will have to
be postponed. Travis also stated that the second spraying for weeds at the lagoon was completed yesterday.

Mayor Soderberg advised the council that the sink hole was filled in at Jacob Untereseher’s. It took about a bucket and
a half of dirt to fill. Florian’s didn’t see any issues with the drain pipe. A large forklift was used to remove some trees
which could have possibly caused the cavity.

Jackie Siewert, city auditor, advised the council that the payment box that was located at the Farmer’s Union Qil had to
be removed due to insurance concerns. Jackie presented the council with a picture of a payment drop box that would
allow residents to drop payments from outside and accessed to lock box from inside. She inquired if the city shed walls
would support anything similar to it. Jackie also stated that she would contact our insurance agent, Eric Gunderson,
and verify if our insurance would have any restrictions on installing a payment box.

Jackie Siewert advised the council that after receiving a $200 security deposit from the new resident at the trailer court
she learned that the state of North Dakota requires that any security deposit received must be kept in a federally insured,
interest-bearing savings or checking account. With that, Jackie requested the council to waive the security deposit for
the new tenant at the trailer court. Jackie confirmed that the funds received are currently posted to the tenant’s account
as a credit balance. Keaton Flanagan made a motion to waive the security deposit for the new tenant at the trailer court;
Holly Aamold seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous. Jackie will contact the new tenant and advise them that
their security deposit can be applied to future rent due.

Mayor Soderberg advised the council that the 2027 budget hearing is scheduled for September 9t at 7:00pm with the
regular council meeting to follow.

Holly Aamold made a motion to adjourn; Ben Hershey seconded the motion; motion passed unanimous.
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